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You don’t need a passport 
to experience incredible 
off-shore recreation

It’s easy to fall into the habit of thinking you have to
travel to foreign lands to experience dramatic
views, rocky island cliffs, incredible diving, open-

water fishing and other typically tropical activities that
we Coloradans enjoy. 

But it’s simply not true. Just an inexpensive flight to
Los Angeles and a boat ride will
have you sunning, casting, pad-
dling and hiking — as well as eat-
ing and drinking — on one of the
most beautiful and relaxing
islands off North American
shores: Santa Catalina Island. In
view of the California shoreline,
it’s a place that most have heard
of but one that even many Ange-

lenos have never been to. And here you can not only
escape the hustle and bustle of everyday life, but you
can get your Colorado-style kicks with a variety of
eco- and adventure-based activities. 

When planning your trip, there are three ways to
approach your stay on Catalina. If you want to go
quiet-rustic, head to the northern settlement of Two
Harbors. Here you will find a solitary bed and break-
fast with 12 rooms, one restaurant, a dive shop, no
more than 200 permanent residents, a handful of
camps and private yacht clubs, tent camping, sea
lions, birds, bison, fish, beauty and peace and quiet.
It’s wonderful. 

The southern colony of Avalon is equally as beauti-
ful but quite different from Two Harbors. Maintaining
the same beach-town vibe, with a distinctive South-
ern European look, Avalon sometimes has upwards of
3,800 residents and offers dozens of restaurants, many
hotels, golf, sightseeing tours, numerous water-based
activities, camping, trails and scenery.

The third option, of course, is to see both. During
summer months and certain weekends into the fall,
the island tends to fill up, so consider planning your
trip during one of the shoulder/off seasons. The tem-
perature of the high-visibility azure waters — ideal for
scuba, snorkeling, sea kayaking and spear fishing —
remain cold even when air temperatures reach typical
Southern California highs, so come prepared with
your wetsuit. And campsites do require reservations,
with a roughing-it scale ranging from primitive to
platform pup tent and gear haul. 

For the paddling enthusiast, a circumnavigation of
the island while camping several nights is the ultimate
thrill. Sea lions, flying fish, whales and dozens of other
species await your arrival. Read up on conditions and
navigation before departing. For the serious bipeds,
look into the Trans-Catalina Trail and multiday back-
packing options.

You can bring anything you want over on the ferry
(www.CatalinaExpress.com), from coolers and golf
clubs to dogs and mountain bikes, so decide while
planning your trip if you are looking for hardcore
recreation, lightweight backpacking or luxury.

Catalina Island offers tropical paradise with domestic convenience

AARON BIBLE

WHAT TO DO IN TWO HARBORS:

> Rent an open-deck sea kayak (solo or tandem) and tour
the bays, perhaps try your hand at kayak fishing.

> Embark on a snorkeling or dive tour, depending on your
level of expertise or underwater ambition.

> Book a night at the historic Banning House Lodge, built
in 1910 and named for one of the island’s founding
families, and enjoy the views and a delightful breakfast.

> Hike, run and mountain bike the island preserve’s roads
and trails.

WHAT TO DO IN AVALON:

> Enjoy a stay at the bayside Pavilion Hotel, with its
famous wine-and-cheese happy hour and well-
appointed rooms. Treat yourself to a fine-dining
experience at the Avalon Grille.

> The next night, go for a true local flare with seafood
appetizers and drinks at the Lobster Trap and a relaxing
dinner at Steve’s Steakhouse. Indulge in the bone-in rib
eye for him and the shrimp-and-scallop bruschetta for her.

> For something a little different, sign up early for a
nighttime zip-line tour. Bring a jacket for shoulder-
season comfort.While at the newly revitalized Descanso
Beach area, kill some time on the 35-foot monolithic
climbing wall after lunch.

> Guided tours of the ocean and hills surrounding Avalon
are highly recommended. Because much of this space
is a protected nature preserve, it’s a good way to get up
close and personal with the flora and fauna. The
Undersea Tour, Cape Canyon Expedition, Skyline Drive
Tour and Inland Expedition Tour can all be booked on-
site. Pay a visit to the Casino (not a casino), the old
Wrigley House and the Wrigley Memorial & Botanic
Garden.

> Walk or jog the streets and trails for a personal tour of
this historic and unique destination.

> For more information, rentals and reservations visit:
www.visitcatalinaisland.com.

IF YOU GO

SPECIAL TO THE DAILY/

SANTA CATALINA ISLAND CO.

(1) A jeep tour can is one
way to escape the hustle and

bustle of everyday life and
take in the seascapes,

secluded beaches and wild
interior of Santa Catalina
Island, which is about 22
miles from Los Angeles. 

(2) Paddlers can
circumnavigate Catalina and
glimpse sea lions, flying fish,

whales and other species.
(3) Catalina’s Pavilion Hotel

offers a wine-and-cheese
happy hour and well-

appointed rooms. (4) Serious
bipeds can enjoy the island’s
many paths and trails — and

its stunning views.

1

4

3

2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 250
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50400
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 250
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50400
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50167
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for use within CMNM.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1270 1270]
  /PageSize [720.000 1097.000]
>> setpagedevice


